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PLEASE TAKE NOTE!
The massasauga rattlesnake’s striking distance is limited to 1/2 its body
length. The fangs and venom glands of the Eastern Massasauga
Rattlesnake are quite small. The fangs are not likely to penetrate
leather-hiking boots or loose clothing.  If a rattlesnake does bite, there
is a 25% chance that no venom is injected. In many other instances,
only a small quantity of venom may be injected.

Keep the danger of snakebite in perspective. There have only been two
fatalities in Ontario linked to snakebite. These fatalities occurred over 40
years ago, and in both cases, neither person received appropriate
medical attention.

For more information: www.massasauga.ca

If a Snakebite Does Occur
1. Do not panic. Remain calm.

Remember that the person may
have been bitten but no venom
injected.

2. Call emergency services to
request transportation to the
hospital.  If possible, carry the
patient or assist them in
reducing activity.  Ensure they
are laying down while waiting
for transportation.  Remaining
calm and inactive will slow the
circulation of venom through
the body.

3. Wash and cleanse the wound.

4. Remove any jewellery from the
bitten limb in case of swelling.

5. Loosely splint the limb to reduce
movement.

6. Always seek medical attention.

Never apply a tourniquet, ice,
cut the bite area or apply
suction. Never try to catch or
k i l l  t he snake ; t h i s  i s
unnecessary, dangerous, and
illegal due to its protected status.

1. Wear protective footwear (such
as hiking boots that cover the
ankle) and long, loose fitting
pants, especially when hiking
at night or in open rocky areas,
through brush or long grass.

2. Use a flashlight when traveling
at night.

3. Always watch where you are
putting your feet and hands.
Poke around gently with a stick
before reaching into brush,
under rocks, or into dark places
where snakes may be hiding.

4. Keep pets on leashes; curious
pets are more l ikely to
encounter a snake than people.

5. If you hear a rattlesnake, STAY
CALM!  Stop walking, and then
determine the snake’s location.
Slowly move away from the
snake and give it room to also
move away. Enjoy the unique
encounter but observe it from
a distance and try not to disturb
the snake.

DO NOT
pick up snakes or
other wild animals.

DO NOT
harass, chase, or
threaten a snake.
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